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Basic Mouse CareMouse Facts

Female mice are social and should 
be kept together in pairs or small 
groups.  Male mice are solitary and 
should be kept alone.

Mice have a very strong natural 
odour.  This odour comes from 
pheromones which they release to 
attract mates.  No matter how clean 
you keep their housing this smell 
will remain.  Some people find this 
smell very offensive and many pet 
mice become unwanted because of
it.

Mice live for between 1 ½ -2 years, 
sometimes even older.

Mice are very active little creatures 
and despite their size need a 
spacious home which provides lots 
of stimulation.

Mice are active both during the day 
and at night. 

Mice should never be picked up by 
their tails.

Mice easily become used to human 
contact and can make great pets.  
However, due to their small size they 
are not recommended for young 
children who can accidentally cause 
the mouse injury.

Mice are actually very clean animals 
and spend a lot of time grooming 
themselves.

For more information on mouse care and welfare we recommend:
https://www.vetbabble.com/small-pets/mice/

Healthy Diet
Mice eat grains, seeds and nuts and enjoy a varied diet which 
includes a variety of fresh foods such as fruit and vegetables.  A 
good quality hamster mix such as Harry Hamster should be fed 
in small quantities once a day. Be careful of pet shop treats as 
many are high in sugars and should only be fed occasionally.

Housing
A pair of mice will require a minimum cage size of 80cm (l) x 
50cm (w) x 50cm (h), but bigger is always better.  We 
recommend:

Care
Housing will need to be thoroughly cleaned at least once a 
week and spot cleaned every 2-3 days. It is important to clean 
out sleeping areas at least every other day, as mice love to store 
food in their beds, which can quickly grow mouldy. Fresh 
drinking water should always be available via a water bottle.  
Mice should be kept on a paper based bedding such as 
chopped cardboard, carefresh or megazorb. Non-scented 
tissues or toilet roll make a great nesting material.  

Alaska Hamster Cage which can 
be purchased from Zooplus at 
https://www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/sm
all_pets/hutches_cages/hamster_ca
ges/hamster_cages/284288

Skyline Barney Pet Cage which 
can be purchased from Zooplus at 
https://www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/sm
all_pets/hutches_cages/hamster_ca
ges/hamster_cages/189303

Mice also require a solid exercise wheel with a diameter of at 
least 18cm to avoid causing spinal problems. If you have a 
group of mice it is best to have at least 2 wheels allowing them 
to exercise independently. 
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