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Basic Guinea Pig CareGuinea Pig Facts

As a social species, guinea pigs need 
company of their own kind.

Guniea pigs live for between 6-9 
years, sometimes even older.

Guinea pigs do not cope well in cold 
weather and therefore need to be 
brought indoors or into a heated 
out-building when the temperature 
drops below 12 degrees C.

Guinea pigs, like humans, cannot 
manufacture their own vitamin C 
and therefore need to be fed on an 
extruded pellet specifically designed 
for guinea pigs.

Male guinea pigs are called boars 
and females are called sows.

Guinea pigs are very vocal creatures 
and produce a wide range of weaks
and squeaks, all of which have their 
own meaning.

Guinea pigs have a wide range of 
coat types and lengths, long haired 
breeds will require regular brushing 
to keep them free from tangles and 
matts.

Guinea pigs only have 3 toes on their 
back feet.

Guniea pigs are also known as 
Cavies.

For more information on guinea pig care and welfare we 
recommend:

www.guineapigwelfare.org.uk

Healthy Diet
Guinea pigs should always have access to good quality hay 
allowing them to graze constantly.  Once or twice a day they 
should be given a small amount of a good quality extruded 
pellet feed, which has been specifically designed for guinea 
pigs. They also enjoy a wide range of vegetables, small 
amounts of fruits and safe garden weeds such as dandelions 
and plantain.

Housing
A pair of guinea pigs will require a minimum (internal) floor 
space of 150cm x 60cm, but bigger is always better.  For indoor 
housing we recommend: 

Care
Housing will need to be thoroughly cleaned at least once a 
week and spot cleaned every 2-3 days.  Many owners use 
fleece blankets to line the bottom of the cages and change 
these every day, while others will use a litter substrate such as 
carefresh or megazorb. Fresh water should be available at all 
times via a water bottle and an area for fresh hay should also 
be provided.  Guinea pigs will also require a sheltered sleeping 
area where they can hide away, and also enjoy tunnels and 
other items they can hide under.

C&C cages make a great home for a 
pair of guinea pigs.  We use these 
at the rescue! Try 
https://kaveecage.co.uk/

Plaza 160 small pet cage which 
can be purchased from Zooplus at 
https://www.zooplus.co.uk/shop/sm
all_pets/guinea_pig/cages/570171
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